unfortunately point to a growth in the number of victims. Containment of this traffic is
a universal concern, because this evil is a threat to human rights and to the fundamental
values of democratic societies. The Gouncil of Europe Convention on Action against
Trafficking in Human Beings of 2005 considers “that trafficking in human beings
constitutes a violation of human rights and an offence to the dignity and the integrity of the
human being”, and “that trafficking in human beings may result in slavery for victims”.

of people, most of them women and children, are victims of trafficking for purposes of
sexual or other exploitation in their own countries as well as abroad. All the indicators
The Council of Europe Convention is the first European treaty aiming to:
Protect the rights of victims of trafficking

Prosecute the traffickers.

The Convention is applicable:

o 7o all forms of trafficking, whether national or transnational, and whether
or not linked with organised crime

® Whoever the victims may be, women, men or children

o \Whatever the forms of exploitation: sexual exploitation, forced labour or services,
slavery or similar practices, servitude and organ removal.

www.coe.int/trafficking
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Trafficking in Human Beings
The trafficking in human beings is a major problem in Europe today. Each year thousands
Prevent trafficking
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Trafficking in human beings is the modern version of the slave trade. People are
forced by poor and insecure circumstances, by economic and political hardships,
to leave their homeland in search of a better life. Alas, this quest can be a journey
into hell.

Human beings are treated as commodities to be bought and sold, subjected to every
form of exploitation: usually in the sex industry but also economically, for instance
in the agricultural sector or in declared or undeclared sweatshops, forced to work for
a pittance or no wages at all. Every day we learn of cases of domestic slavery where
persons working in a private family setting are ill-treated, humiliated and subjected
to exhausting working hours. Anyone, man, woman or child, can be entrapped and
victimised by this traffic.

The stories of Talina, Fabia, Yvo, Anna and Sofia illustrate all these forms of exploitation.

The Council of Europe, whose prime objective is to safeguard and protect human rights,
intends these stories to alert the citizens of its 46 member states. The fight against
trafficking in human beings has become one of its priorities. Numerous activities
have already been conducted at the political and legal level by the Council of Europe
to combat this traffic, the most recent being the adoption of the Gouncil of Europe
Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings. The comic strip you
are about to read is a further contribution to Council of Europe action to combat
trafficking and protect its victims.
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Chapter #1




YOU'RE EXACTLY THE TYPE
OF GIRL I'M LOOKING FOR !
UNBELIEVABLE !_. YOU KNow
YOU COULD EARN LOTS
OF MONEY AS A MODEL
AND SPEND YOUR LIFE
TRAVELLING !_

04

MOTHER, MOTHER! A
I'M GOING TO BE W%S;fsm
A mooEeL 11! OF MONEY AD
Lors oF TRiPs !

HMM... | know HIm !
IT's BOJAN, THE SON

OF MY BOSS .. WE COULD
TRY AND PHONE HIm !

05



MADAM, ALLOW ME
TO OFFER YOU THIS
HUMBLE GIFT -

)

YOUR DAUGHTER HAS WHAT IT TAKES
TO BECOME A TOP MODEL-
SHE'S A UITTLE YOUNG TO LEAVE HOME.
BUT IT's JUST THE RIGHT AGE
TO GET AHEAD IN THAT UINE !

06

- AND THEN WITH ALL THE MONEY
SHE'S SURE TO EARN, SHE CAN
COME HOME OFTEN, OR YOU
COULD LEAVE THE COUNTRY
AND MOVE IN WITH HER -

-~ My STAR MODEL HAS FALLEN
ILL. SHE WAS GOING AWAY
WITH ME FOR A PHOTO
SESSION TOMORROW!

AT LAST OUR LIFE
WILL BE P

07



DON'T CRY NOw., KI
HERE, USE THIS, >
YOU HAVE TO BE

THE LOVELIEST
OF THEM AL !

' L &

DON'T WORRY. YOU
CAN REFUND ME
OUT OF YOUR FIRST




FAME AWAITS US,
my Beaury !
S0 LET's NOT

WASTE AW TIME !

WELL THAT'S NOT ALL, HOW
ABOUT DOING SOME TRIAL
PHOTOS P- WOULD YOU PUT

SORRY, LOVE,
BUT THE HOTEL HAS

HERE YOU ARE,

THIS'LL SPARK
You up, Love I!!

HELLO MIKAIL,

DON'T BE AFRAID. THIS IS TALINA
WE'LL SPEND THE NIGHT

WITH ONE OF MY FRIENDS,
HE'S A PHOTOGRAPHER




YOURSELF, YOU CAN
co Back To PoverTy 1111 =

You're coine out, YES,
sur ON THE STREETS
FOR ME T10 PAY ME
BACK FOR YOUR TRIP
- AND IF YOU TRY TO RUN
AWAY AGAIN. DON'T FORGET
| KNOW WHERE YOUR
FAMMILY LIVES-




GIRLS, MAY

| INTRODUCE I WOMT BE ABLE
TO FACE MY PARENTS
EVER AGAIN-
- AWway,
wiLL | EVER SEE THEM
AGAIN SOME DAY P

TAuNA !




F =
15, WAS

HANDED OVER

BY HER POOR
MOTHER TO ONE
“SonIA" wHO
HAS FOUND HER
A SERVANT'S JOB
IN A WELL-OFF
HOUSEHOLD

A LONG WAY
FROM HER HOME.

My NAME IS FABIA,
| DO HOUSEWORK

WITH THIS LADY TO
HELP MY FAMILY




YES, MADAM, IN
MY COUNTRY | HELPED
A LOT AT HOME,
| HAVE 7 BROTHERS !

NO, SHE HAS A LoT
OF WORK TO DO--

| TOLD YOU ABOUT HER !

AY, MADAM, HERE'S FABIA,

iGoooo

THAT's NICE, BUT
YOU'LL HAVE TO
WORK WELL, OTHERWISE
| WON'T PAY OVER YOUR
WAGES TO YOUR MUM

18

HARD-WORKING,
SONIA TELLS ME.

THE PICTURES 7

DO YOU THINK THE
TABLE SERVICE WILL
TAKE CARE OF ITSELF-P!
My GUESTS ARE wATING !!!

\
B

v
A

o5 W

DO YOU KNOW WHAT ALL THAT
cosTs P I'LL MAKE YOU
work DAY AND NIGHT

UNTIL YOU'VE PAID ME BACK
TO THE LAST PENNY !!

YOU'RE A GOOD-FOR-

19

NoTHInG 1!




LOOK WHAT
YOU'VE DONE TO
THE UNEN ! IT's
ONLY FIT TO BE

BURNT 11!

BuUT IT WAS
DIRTY LINEN AND.-.

-~ N s N
XOx A% X

WHY ARE YOU STILL
AsLEep P!
. AND ON THE LINEN,
wWHAT's moRre !!/

| TOOK YOU IN TO HELP
YOUR POOR MOTHER AND
7 BROTHERS; SHALL | TELL
THEM THIS IS HOW

BACK TO WORK Now !
AND JUST DON'T
TRY ANYTHING..




YESTERDAY | HEARD
NOISES LIKE PEOPLE
QUARRELLING,
ANYTHING WRONG P

WHAT'S HAPPENED TO
YOUNG FABIA WHO
USED TO WORK FOR

YOU A WHILE AcO P

SHE WENT BACK HOME
AND HAD A BABY
LAST YEAR

WHAT's MARK
DOING HERE 7

22

BOTHER,
THE BALL IS OVER
THE NEIGHBOURS'

Fence !




\ Can YoU voucH For
THE TRUTH OF YOUR
ALLEGATIONS, SIR 7

I'M TALKING TO MRS JASMIN, PRESIDENT OF AN
ASSOCIATION THAT FIGHTS MODERN-DAY
SLAVERY. WHAT WILL BECOME OF THIS POOR GIRL

WE'RE cOING TO GVE [
HER THE PHYSICAL ;.(
WP A PsrcHoLocicAL |
CARE SHE NEEDS AND

DO ALL WE CAN TO MAKE
o e T° v
! ‘y% )/ .
o) %zt’i
v ﬂ‘:i‘q’ e A
'R ‘ |
r

WE'LL BE THERE
RIGHT Away !

o L

24 25



T T

YOU SURELY REMEMBER YOUNG FABIA WHO
WORKED LITERALLY LIKE A SLAVE FOR THE POLBERGS.-
SHE HAS NOW RETURNED HOME, ACCOMPANIED
BY MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION, AND BEEN
REUNITED WITH HER FAMILY. AS FOR THE POLBERG
COUPLE, BOTH HAVE CRIMINAL CHARGES TO ANSWER.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT
HUMAN TRAFFICKING, SEE YOU SOON
ON THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE WEBSITE:

WWW.COEINT/ TRAFFICKING




Chapter #3

VO, AGED
25, LIVES IN
POVERTY WITH

HIS WIFE AND THEIR

3 CHILDREN. HE's BEEN

UNEMPLOYED SINCE THE

COAL MINE CLOSED.

\ 1/
Yvo, YOU'rRE ;:VH”_I"LIL | BuT I'LL EIND

SOME MORE
THE RENT THAT YOU
OWE ME.. WORK, | JUST NEED

A UTTLE TIME !




Piease ! I'u po
AWTHING !

HELLO COUSIN, LOOK
I'VE A BLOKE FOR YOU -
YOU CAN HAVE HIM FOR
1000 PER MONTH-. OK ?

' I'M DOING IT FOR
You'LL WORK FOR THEIR SAKE, SO
MY COUSIN ON HIS DON'T DISAPPOINT
FARM. THE LORRY ME OR ELSE.. !
LEAVES AT DAYBREAK.
OF COURSE,
I'LL TAKE THE RENT
OUT OF YOUR
waAces !



STUPID
cror 11!

) | %‘ o e
£ 158
- S5

y

U
=

YoU'VE BEEN
PICKING UNRIPE
seer 1111

YOU CAN WORK AN EXTRA
4 HOURS EVERY EVENING
THIS WEEK .
THAT'LL TEACH You !

SHOwW ME
YOUR HANDS !




UP TO. WE'VE BEEN

WAITING 20 MINUTES

HEey vou.
You'RE NOT

| HOPE EVERYTHING
IS FINE FOR THEM..




COME ON,
SHIFT THAT
cArcass !




Chapter #4

WELL WHAT wouLD
YOU LIKE TODAY P

e 1%

g P

I'VE A YOUNGSTER
| WAS KEEPING
FOR OUR BEST

cuents !




WHAT IS
HAPPENING P!
—~

GO INTO THE NEXT ROOM
WITH THIS GENTLEMAN !

LEAVE MY SISTER
ALONE, SHE'S JUST
Ak 11!

HEev, vou !
DON'T JUST STAND ABOUT,
GO TO ROOM 1, A CUSTOMER'S
WAITING FOR YOU !

YOU'LL SOON SEE
WHAT WE DO TO
SAUCY BITCHES
OF YOUR sORT !

CoME HERE ! a

&

1




IT's TIME FOR US TO GET RID
OF SOME GIRLS.- WE HAVE
AN APPOINTMENT WITH MAX

TONIGHT. | HOPE TO GET
A GOOD PRICE OUT OF HIM...

I'lLL TAKE
THE LITTLE
REDHEAD AND
THE BRUNETTE !

No !!
SOFIA 1!
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