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Republic
of the
Congo
– in
pictures

Women in
DRC are
experiencing
increasing
levels of
sexual
violence,
often as a
result of
conflict, but
support
networks
are being
established
and the
perpetrators
are
beginning to
be brought
to justice,
including
ranking
officers of
the army



14.06.14 03:07Taking action against sexual violence in the Democratic Republic of the Congo – in pictures | Global-development | The Guardian

Page 3 sur 24http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/13/-sp-action-against-sexual-violence-democratic-republic-congo-in-pictures

Photograph:

Pete Muller

Share this article

Friday 13 June 2014 14.42 BST A
multimedia
exhibition at
the Ending
Sexual
Violence in
Conflict
summit this
week
showed the
important
work of
grassroots
women
activists in
eastern
Democratic
Republic of
the Congo in
responding
to sexual
violence in
conflict.

It was
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the
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Internationa
l Campaign
to Stop Rape
and Gender
Violence in
Conflict. The
award-
winning
photographe
r Pete Muller
and
filmmakers
travelled to
DRC to
capture the
work of the
activists in
pictures and
video. The
exhibit will
be available
online in
September.

Photograph:
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A survivor of
a mass rape
campaign in
the town of
Fizi, DRC.
Her identity
has been
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concealed
for security
reasons and
because
rape carries
strong social
stigma. She
was among
nearly 50
women who
were raped
by
Congolese
soldiers on
the night of
1 January
2011.
Eleven
soldiers
from the
accused unit
were tried in
a military
tribunal for
crimes
against
humanity
and rape.

In
discussing
her decision
to testify
against the
soldiers who
raped her,
another
survivor
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said: 'Yes,
it's
dangerous,
but
everything
is
dangerous.
If we go to
the fields to
get food, we
get raped. If
we go to the
river to get
water, we
get raped.
Now we get
raped in our
own homes'

The soldiers
accused of
rape and
crimes
against
humanity
slouch in
their chairs
in the hot,
makeshift

 Photograph: Pete Muller
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courtroom
during the
military
tribunal in
Baraka in
February
2011

Colonel
Kebibi
Mutware
leaves the
military
tribunal in
Baraka, in
February
2011, after
being
convicted of
crimes
against
humanity.
Ten of the
11 accused
solders were
found guilty
of crimes
against
humanity,

 Photograph: Pete Muller
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including
Mutware,
who was
sentenced to
20 years in
prison.
Kebibi is the
highest
ranking
Congolese
army officer
to have been
convicted of
crimes
against
humanity

Children
watch a rape
trial that is
open to the
public, in
the village
of Mangina
in DRC's
eastern Beni
territory in
March 2014

 Photograph: Pete Muller
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A police
officer
stands guard
over
community
members
accused of
robbery,
rape and
other crimes
during the
tribunal in
Mangina

During the
tribunal in
Mangina, a
woman
points to a
man she

 Photograph: Pete Muller

 Photograph: Pete Muller
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accuses of
raping her

Adeline
Nsimire
(third left),
director of
the
organisation
SAMWAKI,
works with a
group of
sexual
violence
survivors as
they plant
crops in
Walungu
outside
Bukavu,
near the
border with
Rwanda in
February
this year.

SAMWAKI
(Sauti ya
Mwanamke

 Photograph: Pete Muller

http://samwaki.solidairesdumonde.org/
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Kijijini),
means 'A
Voice to
Rural
Women' in
Swahili. It
provides
access to
information
and training
for rural
women
through
community
radio. The
group has
formed
listeners’
clubs,
allowing
women to
broaden
their
knowledge
and capacity
on
everything
from health
to
farming―an
d provides
women a
safe space
for sharing
their
experiences
of sexual
violence
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Kahindo
Siherya
Alphonsine
(centre), an
activist from
SOFEPADI,
meets with
women
inside a
makeshift
sewing
studio in the
village of
Mangango,
in North
Kivu, in
March 2014.

In many
cases,
survivors of
rape are
stigmatised
and rejected
by their
families ―
leaving
them unable
to care for

 Photograph: Pete Muller

http://www.sofepadi.org/
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their
children.
SOFEPADI
initiated
sewing
workshops
as part of its
support for
survivors of
sexual
violence,
providing
women with
a positive
space to
learn a new
trade while
creating a
new
community

Young girls
gather to
bathe and
wash
clothes at a
river near
Beni.
Women and

 Photograph: Pete Muller
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girls often
have to
travel long
distances to
collect
water, and
find
themselves
vulnerable
to attack by
rebels,
soldiers or
other armed
men. This
area of
DRC's North
Kivu
province is
the site of
ongoing
battles
between
Congolese
forces and
rebels,
known as
ADF-NALU.
Many of the
inhabitants
in the region
were
displaced
late last year
due to the
fighting,
with local
women's
groups



14.06.14 03:07Taking action against sexual violence in the Democratic Republic of the Congo – in pictures | Global-development | The Guardian

Page 15 sur 24http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/13/-sp-action-against-sexual-violence-democratic-republic-congo-in-pictures

reporting an
increase in
sexual
violence

Women and
children
from Beni
line up at a
grinding mill
at dusk. A
2010 report
by Oxfam
Internationa
l and the
Harvard
Humanitaria
n Initiative
found that
rape
perpetrated
by civilians
had
dramatically
increased
and there
was a
'normalisati
on' of sexual

 Photograph: Pete Muller



14.06.14 03:08Taking action against sexual violence in the Democratic Republic of the Congo – in pictures | Global-development | The Guardian

Page 16 sur 24http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/13/-sp-action-against-sexual-violence-democratic-republic-congo-in-pictures

violence
within
communitie
s

Photograph:

Pete Muller

A woman
survivor and
her family
outside their
family home
in Beni, in
March 2014.
The young
daughter
(second
right) is also
a survivor of
rape.
SOFEPADI
has
provided
them with a
range of
support
services
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Chouchou
Namegabe
conducts
journalism
training at a
community
centre in
Walungu,
outside
Bukavu, in
February
2014. A
young
journalist,
Namegabe
was inspired
to provide
opportunitie
s for other
women to be
a voice for
survivors of
sexual
violence and
founded
AFEM
(L'Associatio
n des
Femmes des

 Photograph: Pete Muller



14.06.14 03:08Taking action against sexual violence in the Democratic Republic of the Congo – in pictures | Global-development | The Guardian

Page 18 sur 24http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/13/-sp-action-against-sexual-violence-democratic-republic-congo-in-pictures

Médias du
Sud Kivu).
The group
works to
increase
women's
representati
on in the
media

Women
journalists
prepare the
script for a
radio
programme,
which aired
on
Internationa
l Women's
Day this
year, at a
community
centre in
Walungu.
Community
radio is
widely used
throughout

 Photograph: Pete Muller



14.06.14 03:08Taking action against sexual violence in the Democratic Republic of the Congo – in pictures | Global-development | The Guardian

Page 19 sur 24http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/13/-sp-action-against-sexual-violence-democratic-republic-congo-in-pictures

eastern DRC
to share
information
about
women’s
health,
rights and
violence ―
breaking the
stigma
associated
with rape

Residents
gather
inside a
sewing
studio in
Mangango,
in March
2014.
SOFEPADI
initiated the
sewing
workshops
to provide
psychosocial
and
economic

 Photograph: Pete Muller
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support in
an area of
North Kivu
where
sexual
violence had
been on the
rise due to
armed
conflict
between the
Congolese
forces and
rebels

Women
gather in
Bunia, in
DRC's north-
eastern
Orientale
Province, in
February
2014 at a
meeting of
women's
representati
ves from the
local and

 Women of Congo by Pete Muller
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provincial
government
s, police and
justice
sector and
grassroots
organisation
s. The
meeting
aims to
make
women's
voices heard
by the
country's
authorities

Related content

Iraqis flee
violence
in Mosul –
in
pictures

My stage
protest
against
sexual
violence

Ukraine
protests
return to
violence -
in
pictures

One
Billion
Rising to
end
violence
against
women –

http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/ending-sexual-violence-in-conflict-summit
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/conflict-and-development
http://www.theguardian.com/society/rape
http://www.theguardian.com/world/congo
http://www.theguardian.com/world/africa
http://www.theguardian.com/world/gallery/2014/jun/11/iraqis-flee-violence-in-mosul-in-pictures
http://www.theguardian.com/world/gallery/2014/jun/11/iraqis-flee-violence-in-mosul-in-pictures
http://www.theguardian.com/stage/2014/feb/28/stage-protest-sexual-violence-yael-farber-nirbhaya-delhi-gang-rape
http://www.theguardian.com/world/gallery/2014/feb/18/ukraine-protests-return-to-violence-in-pictures
http://www.theguardian.com/world/gallery/2014/feb/18/ukraine-protests-return-to-violence-in-pictures
http://www.theguardian.com/society/2014/feb/14/one-billion-rising-to-end-violence-against-women-global-day-of-action-and-dancing-live-coverage


14.06.14 03:08Taking action against sexual violence in the Democratic Republic of the Congo – in pictures | Global-development | The Guardian

Page 22 sur 24http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/13/-sp-action-against-sexual-violence-democratic-republic-congo-in-pictures

28 Feb

2014

12

 global
day of
action
and
dancing –
live
coverage14 Feb

2014

97

Series
Women's rights and gender
equality in focus

More from this series

Sexual
violence
survivors
launch global
advocacy and
support
network

13 Jun 2014

The UK
government
is aiming to
take a lead
role in
ending
sexual
violence in
conflict
and getting
more
women
involved in
peace-
building,
through its
national
action plan
on women,
peace and
security

UK aims
to 'lead
from the
front' to
end
sexual
violence
in conflict

12 Jun

2014

Phumzile
Mlambo-
Ngcuka
questions
failure to
compensate
women for
physical,
emotional
and
economic
impact of
war

Sexual
violence
in war:
women
must get
reparatio
ns, says
head of
UN
Women

11 Jun

2014

http://www.theguardian.com/stage/2014/feb/28/stage-protest-sexual-violence-yael-farber-nirbhaya-delhi-gang-rape#comments
http://www.theguardian.com/society/2014/feb/14/one-billion-rising-to-end-violence-against-women-global-day-of-action-and-dancing-live-coverage
http://www.theguardian.com/society/2014/feb/14/one-billion-rising-to-end-violence-against-women-global-day-of-action-and-dancing-live-coverage#comments
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/series/womens-rights-and-gender-equality-in-focus
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/series/womens-rights-and-gender-equality-in-focus
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/13/sexual-violence-survivors-launch-global-network
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/12/uk-lead-on-sexual-violence-in-conflict
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/11/ending-sexual-violence-conflict-summit-reparations-un-women-mlambo-ngcuka
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/11/end-sexual-violence-summit-challenge-justice-for-victims-of-rape-conflict
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/video/2014/jun/10/angelina-jolie-prosecutions-prevent-future-sexual-violence-in-conflict
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/womens-blog/ng-interactive/2014/jun/10/how-do-we-end-sexual-violence-in-conflict-interactive
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/ng-interactive/2014/jun/05/help-us-crowdsource-rape-laws-around-the-world


14.06.14 03:08Taking action against sexual violence in the Democratic Republic of the Congo – in pictures | Global-development | The Guardian

Page 23 sur 24http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/13/-sp-action-against-sexual-violence-democratic-republic-congo-in-pictures

Sexual
violence
cases in
Liberia
and Ivory
Coast a
challenge
to justice

11 Jun

2014

Angelina
Jolie:
prosecuti
ons can
prevent
future
sexual
violence
in conflict
- video

How do
we end
sexual
violence
in
conflict? –
interactiv
e

10 Jun

2014

Help us
crowdsou
rce rape
laws
around
the world

5 Jun

2014

Popular in Global
development

Revealed: Asian slave labour producing prawns for supermarkets in US, UK

Thai 'ghost ships' that enslave and even kill workers are linked to global prawn supply chain, Guardian investigation discovers

1

Globalised slavery: how big supermarkets are selling prawns 2

Carrefour stops buying prawns from CP Foods following slavery revelations3

'A trafficked sex slave could be sold off as a virgin for $7,000 in western Europe or north America … a child slave for $20' – video4

Thailand votes against international forced labour protocol5

http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/11/end-sexual-violence-summit-challenge-justice-for-victims-of-rape-conflict
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/video/2014/jun/10/angelina-jolie-prosecutions-prevent-future-sexual-violence-in-conflict
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/womens-blog/ng-interactive/2014/jun/10/how-do-we-end-sexual-violence-in-conflict-interactive
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/ng-interactive/2014/jun/05/help-us-crowdsource-rape-laws-around-the-world
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/13/-sp-action-against-sexual-violence-democratic-republic-congo-in-pictures#tabs-popular-1
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/10/supermarket-prawns-thailand-produced-slave-labour
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/video/2014/jun/10/slavery-supermarket-supply-trail-prawns-video
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/12/carrefour-stops-buying-prawns-cp-foods-slavery-revelations
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/video/2014/jun/13/trafficked-sex-slave-sold-as-virgin-for-7000-dollars-video
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/13/thailand-votes-against-forced-labour-protocol


14.06.14 03:08Taking action against sexual violence in the Democratic Republic of the Congo – in pictures | Global-development | The Guardian

Page 24 sur 24http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/13/-sp-action-against-sexual-violence-democratic-republic-congo-in-pictures

5

Trafficked into slavery on Thai trawlers to catch food for prawns6

Rape summit in London sparks charge of 'hypocrisy'7

Thai seafood slavery: four simple things you can do - video8

US may blacklist Thailand after prawn trade slavery revelations9

Cameron hosted Thai billionaire linked to slavery in fishing industry10

Environment 
›  Development 
›  Ending sexual

violence in conflict

summit

Back to top

About this site Help Contact us Feedback

Terms & conditions Privacy policy Cookie policy

© 2014 Guardian News and Media Limited or its affiliated companies. All rights reserved.

http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/10/-sp-migrant-workers-new-life-enslaved-thai-fishing
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/07/end-sexual-violence-summit-uk-government-hypocrisy
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/video/2014/jun/11/thai-seafood-slavery-four-simple-ways-you-can-help-video
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/11/us-blacklist-thailand-prawn-trade-slavery-revelations
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/12/cameron-thai-billionaire-slavery-fishing
http://www.theguardian.com/environment
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/ending-sexual-violence-in-conflict-summit
http://www.theguardian.com/uk
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/jun/13/-sp-action-against-sexual-violence-democratic-republic-congo-in-pictures#top
http://next.theguardian.com/blog/welcome-to-our-beta-site/
http://www.theguardian.com/help/2012/nov/26/guardian-mobile-site
http://www.theguardian.com/help/contact-us
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/theguardian-beta-feedback
http://www.theguardian.com/help/terms-of-service
http://www.theguardian.com/help/privacy-policy
http://www.theguardian.com/info/cookies

