Polaris BeFree Textline Text "BeFree" (233733)

National Human Trafficking Hotline 1 (888) 373-7888

n
Polaris - -

DONATE Q = MENU

Blog

Q. Keyword Category vy Initiative vy Author v m
share T W K &=
June 17, 2015
Initiatives

Survivor Story: Promised an
Education, Forced to Work Instead

Born and raised in a small village in Ghana, Natalia's family was struggling to
pay the school fees for their children’s education and welcomed the
opportunity for Natalia to receive an education in the United States.

Shortly after she arrived in the U.S., the father she was living with began to
physically and sexually abuse the young girl, creating a constant environment
of fear for Natalia. For the next six years she was forced to clean the house,
wash clothes, cook, and care for their three children, often working 18 hours a
day while receiving no form of payment. She was never allowed to enroll in
school as the family had promised, go outside, or even use the phone. One
day, after she was severely beaten, Natalia saw an opportunity to run away
from the home and a neighbor called the police. She was then taken to a local
hospital for medical care. The nurse assisting Natalia was aware of the
National Human Trafficking Resource Center and referred her to Polaris New
Jersey.

The Polaris New Jersey team met Natalia at the local hospital and immediately
coordinated emergency services including clothing, a safe shelter,

counseling, emotional support, and case management. Within a month,
Natalia was enrolled in school as she had always dreamed, living in transitional
housing and beginning to feel like herself again. Now, nearly a year later, she is
volunteering at a local animal rescue shelter, participating in a weekly poetry
workshop and is pursuing her education to become a nurse. Natalia is one of
the many examples of the reliance and courage of survivors who have
redefined their future and are working towards achieving their long-term
goals.

Names, identifying information, and case details may have been changed to
respect confidentiality and protect the individuals we serve.
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Brandon Falk - 4 months ago

a Thank you for the work you do. Happy for Natalia to be free. Just a heads up
" thereis a typo near the end | believe you meant "resilience"” not "reliance” .
Thank you again for your work.
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What the arrest of the
Backpage.com CEO means for ...

— Kim, how many survivors of
sex trafficking do you know (or, how
many women who've quit working ...

Friday News Roundup: Trafficking
Ambassador urges clearing of ...

— | think this is great!
Thank you for highlighting what is
going on in different states across ...

How We Can Protect Temporary Visa
Holders from Trafficking

Friday News Roundup: Major car
companies linked to child labor

— It is astonishing
how vast, and varied Human
Trafficking is; | appreciate how this ...

— This is great! Thank
you for getting this important
information out and speaking out ...
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Take Action

You can make Freedom Happen Now

Join the Fight

Get action alerts and updates on human trafficking.
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Why Congress Should
Protect DACA
Recipients

We Just Partnered
with Delta Air Lines
and That's Great News

) Senate Passes
for Survivors

Trafficking Victims
Protection
Reauthorization Act

KEELI SORENSEN | SEPTEMBER 05, 2017

ELAINE MCCARTIN | SEPTEMBER 21, 2017 "’ .
Rescinding the Deferred Action for

Childhood Arrivals program will
only contribute to the human
trafficking epidemic.

With this new partnership, Delta is
taking their commitment to
fighting human trafficking to the
next level. With their donation,
they are making a critical
contribution that will directly
support trafficking victims and

KEELI SORENSEN | SEPTEMBER 12, 2017

Since 2000, the laws have

served the main tool used to
combat modern slavery and
human trafficking in the U.S. But
more must be done for this act to
be fully reauthorized.
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