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Survivor Story: Genocide Survivor to
Labor Trafficking Victim

Sabine was the only member of her family to survive the genocide in Rwanda,
so she agreed when a wealthy family offered her a chance to move to America
with them. Shortly after arrival, however, she was imprisoned in their home,;
forced to work around the clock and made to sleep on the kitchen floor.
Finally, after six months of servitude, Sabine was allowed to go to church for
an hour each Sunday. On one visit, she was approached by a kind Rwandan
man who learned of her situation and helped her escape. He took Sabine to
one of our partner agencies and who immediately referred her to Polaris.

Before participating in the Transitional Housing program, Sabine was afraid of
everything. She did not want to leave the apartment after 4:00 p.m. because it
was too dark, and was afraid to walk to the Polaris office by herself. She had
never been independent in the U.S., so even going to the grocery store or
using a gift card terrified her. Her Polaris Case Manager not only accompanied
her when shopping, but also conducted case management sessions in her
transitional housing home, where she felt safe and secure. Because of her
attentive Case Manager, after only three months, she was able to visit the
office on her own. She also began shopping on her own and familiarizing
herself with the neighborhood. When she came to Polaris she spoke no
English, but after taking English lessons she is now conversational. She
became the most enthusiastic and eager student in our Job Training program,
and continued to visit the center to practice the computer skills.

Get Quick
Help Exit

Names, identifying information, and case details may have been changed to
respect confidentiality and protect the individuals we serve.
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Friday News Roundup: Human
Trafficking and Gender

Friday News Roundup: Major car
companies linked to child labor

— It is astonishing
how vast, and varied Human
Trafficking is; | appreciate how this ...

How the National Hotline Can Help

— While I'm surely
sadden by the above reports across
every boundary of "human slavery, ...

Uniting to Pursue Our Vision and

Latino Victims of Sex Trafficking Values

— Your REMARKABLE
ineffectiveness is the reason Trump
got elected. "Support, Safety Net, ...

— The heightened level of
victimization of people who choose to
come to this country is ...
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Take Action

You can make Freedom Happen Now

Join the Fight

Get action alerts and updates on human trafficking.
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Why Congress Should
Protect DACA
Recipients

We Just Partnered
with Delta Air Lines
and That's Great News
for Survivors

Senate Passes
Trafficking Victims
Protection
Reauthorization Act

KEELI SORENSEN | SEPTEMBER 05, 2017

ELAINE MCCARTIN | SEPTEMBER 21, 2017 o 5 :
Rescinding the Deferred Action for

Childhood Arrivals program will
only contribute to the human
trafficking epidemic.

With this new partnership, Delta is
taking their commitment to
fighting human trafficking to the
next level. With their donation,
they are making a critical
contribution that will directly
support trafficking victims and

KEELI SORENSEN | SEPTEMBER 12, 2017

Since 2000, the laws have

served the main tool used to
combat modern slavery and
human trafficking in the U.S. But
more must be done for this act to

SUrvivors.
be fully reauthorized.
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