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Survivor Story: Four Children and a
16-Year Relationship

Mari is a 37-year-old African American woman who had been in a relationship
with Darrell for 16 years. During that time Mari and Darrell had four children.
Over the course of the relationship, Darrell had been verbally, physically, and
sexually abusive of Mari. Additionally, when Darrell wanted extra money, he
called friends of his and forced Mari into commercial sex. She had tried to
leave Darrell in the past; however, he either threatened to hurt their children,
or convinced Mari that she had no other options other than staying with him.
He controlled all of her money, did not allow her to keep her own bank
account, and forbade her from getting her driver’s license. Mari could not see
any alternatives for leaving.

One evening, Darrell, Mari, and an 18 year-old, Janice, who Darrell was also
forcing into prostitution, were pulled over by a patrol officer for a traffic
violation. The officer noticed that when Darrell pulled out his identification he
had Mari's ID and the other girls’ ID in his wallet. The officer was suspicious
and asked to speak to them all privately. During his conversation the officer
realized both women were being forced and coerced into prostitution. He
referred both women to Polaris for emergency services. Polaris helped fina
temporary housing and provided food and clothing for both women. Janice
immediately left Darrell and found a job in a restaurant. Mari relocated out of
state with her children, but still struggles daily with her decision to leave
Darrell. She understands that it is best for her and her children, and believes
that more and more every day.

Names, identifying information, and case details may have been changed to
respect confidentiality and protect the individuals we serve.
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We Just Partnered
with Delta Air Lines

and That's Great News Senate Passes
for Survivors Trafficking Victims
ELAINE MCCARTIN | SEPTEMBER 21, 2017 PrOteCtiOn

With this new partnership, Delta is Rea uthorlzatlon Act

taking their commitment to KEELI SORENSEN | SEPTEMBER 12, 2017
fighting human trafficking to the
next level. With their donation,
they are making a critical
contribution that will directly
support trafficking victims and

Since 2000, the laws have

served the main tool used to
combat modern slavery and
human trafficking in the U.S. But
more must be done for this act to
be fully reauthorized.

SUrvivors.

Read More Read More

' i P.O. Box 65323 HUMAN TRAFFICKING
POIarls v g L INITIATIVES
GET INVOLVED
GET ASSISTANCE
SUPPORT OUR WORK

Tel: (202) 790-6300

* % % X

_ / CHARITY NAVIGATOR
i Four Star Charity

Why Congress Should
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Recipients
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Rescinding the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals program will
only contribute to the human
trafficking epidemic.
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