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Traff icking in human 
beings is  a  mult i -bi l l ion-
dol lar  form of  international  
organized cr ime which 
affects  every region in the 
world. Human traff icking 
vict ims are recruited 
and traff icked between 
countr ies and regions 
using deception, threats or  
force. Typical ly, the vict ims 
are unwil l ing part ic ipants. 
Human traff ickers use 
increasingly sophist icated 
and tai lored methods 
to target and exploit  
vulnerable communit ies 
for  a prof it , often with a 
disregard for  human l i fe 
and dignity.

Tra f f i cki ng  i n  h um a n  b e i ng s

COM/FS/2017-02/THB-02

 �MODERN-DAY SLAVERY

 ■ Traff icking in women for  sexual  exploitat ion – Women and ch i ld ren  a re  lu red  by  
p romises  o f  decent  employment  and fo rced  in to  sexua l  s lavery. 

 ■ Traff icking for  forced labour –  V ic t ims  a re  he ld  in  cond i t ions  o f  s lavery  in  a  var ie ty  
o f  jobs, inc lud ing  agr i cu l tu ra l , f i sher ies  and const ruc t ion  work , domest i c  se rv i tude  and 
other  labour- in tens ive  jobs. 

 ■ Commercial  sexual  exploitat ion of  chi ldren in tourism –  Ev ident  in  As ia , Af r i ca  
and Lat in  Amer i ca , des t inat ions  which  pose  a  re la t i ve l y  low r i sk  o f  p roh ib i t ion  or  
p rosecut ion  fo r  engag ing in  sexua l  re la t ions  wi th  minors.

 ■ Traff icking in organs –  Tra f f i ck ing  in  humans  fo r  the  purpose  o f  us ing  the i r  o rgans, 
t i s sue  and ce l l s, in  par t i cu la r  k idneys, i s  a  complex  and wide  f ie ld  o f  c r imina l  ac t i v i t y. 

Though there  a re  many  fo rms o f  t ra f f i ck ing , one  cons i s tent  aspect  i s  the  abuse  o f  the  
vu lnerab i l i t y  o f  the  v i c t ims. As  a  resu l t , INTERPOL’s  ac t i v i t i es  fo l low a  v i c t im-cent r i c  
approach focused on ident i f y ing  and protec t ing  the  v i c t ims.

 �OPERATIONAL SUPPORT AND TRAINING

INTERPOL suppor ts  nat iona l  po l i ce  in  tac t i ca l  dep loyments  in  the  f ie ld , a imed at  b reak ing  
up the  c r imina l  networks  beh ind t ra f f i ck ing  in  human be ings. Operat ions  a re  p receded 
by  t ra in ing  workshops  to  ensure  that  o f f i ce rs  on  the  ground have  the  necessary  sk i l l s, 
inc lud ing  spec ia l i s t  in te rv iew techn iques. Par tnersh ips  wi th  loca l  soc ia l  se rv i ces  o r  re levant  
in te r-governmenta l  o rgan izat ions  and non-governmenta l  o rgan izat ions  ensure  that  
v i c t ims  rece ive  appropr ia te  suppor t . 

 ■ Operation Spartacus: In  June  2016, po l i ce  ac ross  25 count r ies  in  Cent ra l  and South  
Amer i ca  rescued a  s ign i f i cant  number  o f  v i c t ims, made 134 ar res ts  and d i smant led  a t  
leas t  seven organ ized  c r ime networks  invo lved  in  human t ra f f i ck ing . S imi la r  operat ions  
were  he ld  in  2012 and 2014.

 ■ Operation Akoma: More than 75 ch i ld ren , aged between f i ve  and 16, were  rescued 
and 25 peop le  a r res ted  fo l lowing two operat ions  that  ta rgeted  ch i ld  t ra f f i ck ing  and 
exp lo i ta t ion  in  West  Af r i ca , focus ing  on the  agr i cu l tu ra l  and t rade  sec tors  in  par tnersh ip  
wi th  the  In te rnat iona l  Organ izat ion  fo r  Migrat ion  (2015) .

 ■ Operation Nawa: Pol i ce  in  Côte  d ’ I vo i re  rescued 76 ch i ld ren  who had been t ra f f i cked 
f rom across  West  Af r i ca  to  work  in  cacao f ie lds  and i l l ega l  go ld  mines. The  February  
2014 operat ion  a l so  led  to  the  a r res t  and sentenc ing  o f  e ight  t ra f f i ckers.



 � WWW.INTERPOL.INT

 � YouTube: INTERPOLHQ

 � Twitter: @INTERPOL_HQ

 � CONTACT INFORMATION:
Contact us via our web site. For matters 
relating to specific crime cases, please 
contact your local police or the INTERPOL 
National Central Bureau in your country.
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Trafficking in human beings

Dedicated officers working at INTERPOL’s Regional Bureaus will receive specialized training 
on human trafficking in order to support the Organization in gathering intelligence on 
such crimes in their region and exchanging this information globally using INTERPOL’s 
databases and other capabilities. 

Training local authorities to detect and prevent human trafficking is also imperative. 
In conjunction with local police, INTERPOL organizes training courses at the basic and 
advanced levels that are tailored to the specific circumstances in each particular region. 

 � INTERPOL’S RESOURCES

Trafficking in human beings is a sophisticated crime that requires international law 
enforcement cooperation. INTERPOL provides a number of tools and services to the world’s 
police: 

 ■ INTERPOL’s notices and diffusions system enables global cooperation between 
its member countries in tracking criminals and suspects, locating missing persons or 
collecting information.

 ■ MIND/FIND technical solutions enable frontline law enforcement agencies to 
receive instant responses for queries on stolen or lost travel documents, stolen motor 
vehicles and wanted criminals. These databases are accessible to authorized users of 
INTERPOL’s I-24/7 global police communications system and are useful in detecting 
cases of trafficking in the early stages.

 ■ The INTERPOL Expert Working Group on Trafficking in Human Beings 
facilitates the sharing of best practices and intelligence; supports international and 
regional investigations and operations; and develops specialized training standards 
and curricula to combat human trafficking. 

 ■ INTERPOL’s Best Practice Guidance Manual for Investigators is an 
internationally recognized guide for law enforcement officers working on human 
trafficking cases. The manual will be updated in 2017 to include emerging trends, 
indicators, routes and modi operandi.

 ■ Incident response teams (IRT) can be deployed at the request of a member country 
in order to provide the specific expertise, investigative support and training backed by 
the Expert Working Group.

 � INTERNATIONAL COORDINATION

INTERPOL works closely with other key bodies involved in the fight against human 
trafficking, including Eurojust, Europol, the International Organization for Migration, the 
International Labour Organization, the Organization for Security and Co-operation in 
Europe, the Southeast European Cooperative Initiative and the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime.


