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Introduction
Drug trafficking is a global illicit trade involving the cultivation, manufacture, distribution and sale of
substances which are subject to drug prohibition laws. UNODC is continuously monitoring and researching
global illicit drug markets in order to gain a more comprehensive understanding of their dynamics. Drug
trafficking is a key part of this research. Further information can be found in the yearly World Drug
Report.

At current levels, world heroin consumption (340 tons) and seizures represent an annual flow of 430-450
tons of heroin into the global heroin market. Of that total, opium from Myanmar and the Lao People's
Democratic Republic yields some 50 tons, while the rest, some 380 tons of heroin and morphine, is
produced exclusively from Afghan opium. While approximately 5 tons are consumed and seized in
Afghanistan, the remaining bulk of 375 tons is trafficked worldwide via routes flowing into and through
the countries neighbouring Afghanistan.

The Balkan and northern routes are the main heroin trafficking corridors linking Afghanistan to the huge
markets of the Russian Federation and Western Europe. The Balkan route traverses the Islamic Republic
of Iran (often via Pakistan), Turkey, Greece and Bulgaria across South-East Europe to the Western
European market, with an annual market value of some $20 billion. The northern route runs mainly
through Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan (or Uzbekistan or Turkmenistan) to Kazakhstan and the Russian
Federation. The size of that market is estimated to total $13 billion per year.

Global heroin flows from Asian points of origin

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/drug-trafficking/index.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/index.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/WDR.html
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In 2008, global heroin seizures reached a record level of 73.7 metric tons. Most of the heroin was seized
in the Near and Middle East and South-West Asia (39 per cent of the global total), South-East Europe (24
per cent) and Western and Central Europe (10 per cent). The global increase in heroin seizures over the
period 2006-2008 was driven mainly by continued burgeoning seizures in the Islamic Republic of Iran and
Turkey. In 2008, those two countries accounted for more than half of global heroin seizures and
registered, for the third consecutive year, the highest and second highest seizures worldwide,
respectively.

In 2007 and 2008, cocaine was used by some 16 to 17 million people worldwide, similar to the number of
global opiate users. North America accounted for more than 40 per cent of global cocaine consumption
(the total was estimated at around 470 tons), while the 27 European Union and four European Free Trade
Association countries accounted for more than a quarter of total consumption. These two regions account
for more than 80 per cent of the total value of the global cocaine market, which was estimated at $88
billion in 2008.

For the North American market, cocaine is typically transported from Colombia to Mexico or Central
America by sea and then onwards by land to the United States and Canada. Cocaine is trafficked to
Europe mostly by sea, often in container shipments. Colombia remains the main source of the cocaine
found in Europe, but direct shipments from Peru and the Plurinational State of Bolivia are far more
common than in the United States market.

Main global cocaine flows, 2008
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Following a significant increase over the period 2002-2005, global cocaine seizure totals have recently
followed a stable trend, amounting to 712 tons in 2007 and 711 tons in 2008. Seizures continued to be
concentrated in the Americas and Europe. However, the transition from 2007 to 2008 brought about a
geographical shift in seizures towards the source countries for cocaine. Seizures in South America
accounted for 59 per cent of the global total for 2008, compared with 45 per cent in 2007.
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