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[Abstract] Abstract] After a conflict ends, there is a need to disarm, demobilise and reinte-

grate child soldiers into society. This report examines the challenges of achieving success-

ful disarmament, demobilisation and reintegration (DDR) of child soldiers, with reference 

to DDR processes in West Africa, and suggests how such problems can be overcome. The 

challenges posed by the DDR of child soldiers in West Africa are vast and complex. The 

disarmament and demobilisation phase involves a dilemma between the need to include as 

many child soldiers as possible in the DDR process (many whom do not carry weapons), 

with an often- conflicting need to collect as many weapons as possible. In the reintegration 

phase of DDR come the challenges of rehabilitating former child soldiers, both physically 

and psychologically; the difficulties of reuniting child soldiers with their families; and the 

difficulties of creating viable opportunities for demobilised child soldiers in a post-conflict 

society. 

       It is argued that DDR can succeed only if it addresses the needs of all child soldiers, 

including those who circumvent the official process, child soldiers who demobilise as adults, 

and girl soldiers. Moreover, DDR has to address the broader regional implications of con-

flict; it should take local circumstances into consideration; be carried out within the context 

of wider post-conflict reconstruction and peace-building; and must address the needs of the 

entire community into which the former child soldier is to be reintegrated. 

Kirsten Gislesen

A Childhood Lost?

The Challenges of Successful Disarmament,

Demobilisation and Reintegration of Child  

Soldiers: The Case of West Africa 
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6,,%/*-)4!3%!D(10!3$0!A$-.*/0)>!3$0!+(-.&/0!%+!4-/.'!3%!8(/3-,-8(30!-)!3$0!GGH!8/%4/(990!$('!

200)!9%/0! (! 8/%2.09! -)! D-0//(! E0%)0! 3$()! -3! ;('! -)! E-20/-(7! =)! D-0//(! E0%)0!9%'3! %+! 3$0!

;%90)! ()*! 4-/.'!;$%!20)0+-30*! +/%9! 3$0!GGH!$(10! 200)! 3$0! +(1%&/0*! W;-10'F! ()*! +(9-.:!

90920/'! %+! 3$0! ,%99()*0/'>! /(3$0/! 3$()! +/%)3.-)0! 4-/.! +-4$30/'7! =)! E-20/-(>! $%;010/>! 4-/.!

,%92(3()3'! $(10! 4%)0! 3$/%&4$! GGH7! h(1-)4! /0,0-10*! 8/%80/! 3/(-)-)4>! 4-/.'! ;0/0! (!

8(/3-,&.(/.:! '3/%)4! ,%98%)0)3! %+! 3$0! +/%)3.-)0! +-4$30/'! -)! 3$0! E-20/-()'! [)-30*! +%/!

H0,%),-.-(3-%)!()*!G09%,/(,:!IE[HGJ>!()*!3$&'!$(10!'$%;)!&8!('!(!$-4$0/!8/%8%/3-%)!%+!3$0!

*09%2-.-'(3-%)!-)!+%/90/!E[HG@,%)3/%..0*!(/0('!IDA@[c>!UVVXL!\\J7!=)*00*>!9%/0!3$()!U>VVV!

4-/.!'%.*-0/'!$(10!8(/3-,-8(30*!-)!3$0!GGH!8/%,0''!-)!E-20/-(>!;$0/0!4-/.'!'%.*-0/'!,%)'3-3&30*!

]i!%+!3$%'0!*09%2-.-'0*>!,%98(/0*!3%!Ui!-)!D-0//(!E0%)0!I62%(4:0!k!T($>!UVVKL!bJ7!!

!

=)!(**-3-%)!3%!3$0!(.9%'3!b>VVV!,$-.*!'%.*-0/'!;$%!;0)3!3$/%&4$!GGH>!X>VVV!,$-.*/0)!;$%!*-*!

)%3! N)%;! $%;! 3%! &'0! (! 4&)! ;0)3! 3$/%&4$! ',/00)-)4! (3! *09%2-.-'(3-%)! ,(98'>! ()*! ;0/0!

.(20..0*!W'08(/(30*!,$-.*/0)F!/(3$0/!3$()!W,$-.*!'%.*-0/'F!I-)30/1-0;!;-3$!H%20/3'$(;>!\]!Y&)0!

UVVZJ7! #$0'0! W'08(/(30*! ,$-.*/0)F! ;0/0! 3$0)! /0&)-30*! ;-3$! 3$0-/! -990*-(30! %/! 0B30)*0*!

+(9-.-0'>!;-3$%&3!/0,0-1-)4!3$0!20)0+-3'!(,,%/*0*!3%!*09%2-.-'0*!,$-.*!'%.*-0/'7!=3!'009'!.-N0.:!

3$(3!9():!,(98! +%..%;0/'!$(10!200)! /0-)304/(30*! -)3%!'%,-03:!('! W'08(/(30*!,$-.*/0)F! /(3$0/!

3$()!,$-.*!'%.*-0/'7!!

!



! \^

E=E% "C5%K56<?<;24<87%279%**#%I575?<4>%

!

#$0!20)0+-3'!%+!3$0!GGH!8/%4/(990'!;0/0!(*(830*!3%!3$0!*-++0/-)4!)00*'!%+!(*&.3!()*!,$-.*!

,%92(3()3'7! 6*&.3! ,%92(3()3'! ;0/0! 8/%1-*0*! ;-3$! 3/()'8%/3! 3%! 3$0-/! *0'-/0*! .%,(3-%)! +%/!

/0-)304/(3-%)!()*!(!#/()'-3-%)(.!D(+03:!Q03!6..%;(),0!I#D6J!%+!lZVV>!8(-*!-)!-)'3(.90)3'>!3%!

0('0! 3$0! 3/()'-3-%)! 3%! ,-1-.-()! .-+07! =)! E-20/-(>! 3$0! QAGGHH! *0,-*0*! 3%! -),.&*0! ,$-.*! 0B@

,%92(3()3'!-)!-3'!,('$!(..%;(),0!8/%4/(9907!=)!D-0//(!E0%)0>!,$-.*!0B@,%92(3()3'!/0,0-10*!

-)30/-9! ,(/0! ()*! 2('-,! '0/1-,0'! &8! 3%! 3$/00! 9%)3$'>! 8':,$%'%,-(.! ,%&)'0..-)4>! 80/'%)(.!

'&88.-0'>! +(9-.:! 3/(,-)4! ()*! /0&)-+-,(3-%)! '&88%/3>! /(3$0/! 3$()! ,('$! 20)0+-3'7! #$0/0(+30/>!

(''-'3(),0! ,%)'-'30*! %+! 8.(,090)3! -)! ',$%%.'>! 3/(-)-)4! %88%/3&)-3-0'! ()*! 20)0+-3'! +/%9!

,%99&)-3:! /0-)304/(3-%)! 8/%4/(990'7! =3! ;('! +0.3! 3$(3! ,('$! 20)0+-3'! +%/! ,$-.*/0)! ;%&.*! 20!

.-N0.:!3%!0)*!&8!-)!3$0!8%,N03'!%+!3$0-/!,%99()*0/'>!%/!;%&.*!,/0(30!(!80/,083-%)!3$(3!&'-)4!

,$-.*/0)! ('! ,%92(3()3'! ,%&.*! /0'&.3! -)! (! W/0;(/*F! I-)30/1-0;!;-3$!A(/-3('!O(N0)->! UU! Y&)0!

UVVZM![Q=Aa?>!UVVX(L!\\J7!

!

#$0! (..%,(3-%)! %+! ,('$! 20)0+-3'! 3%! (*&.3'! 2&3! )%3! 3%! ,$-.*/0)! 4(10! /-'0! 3%! (! )0;! '03! %+!

,$(..0)40'7!O():!,$-.*!0B@,%92(3()3'!;0/0! 309830*!2:!3$0! -)'3()3!,('$!20)0+-3'! /(3$0/! 3$()!

.%)40/@30/9! 'N-..'! 3/(-)-)4! ()*! 0*&,(3-%)! 20)0+-3'>! ()*! ,%)'0C&0)3.:! 8%'0*! ('! (*&.3!

,%92(3()3'! (3! *09%2-.-'(3-%)! ,(98'7! #$-'! 8/%2.09! $('! 200)! +&/3$0/! ,%98%&)*0*! 2:!

,%99()*0/'!*09()*-)4!3$(3!,$-.*!'%.*-0/'!.-0!(2%&3!3$0-/!(40!20,(&'0!3$0:!+0(/0*!8/%'0,&3-%)!

+%/!$(1-)4!/0,/&-30*!()*!&'0*!,$-.*!'%.*-0/'7!!

!

#$&'>!3$0/0!$('!200)!(!)00*!+%/!0B30)'-10!(40!',/00)-)4!%+!'%.*-0/'!(3!*09%2-.-'(3-%)!,(98'7!

a++%/3'!3%!(''0''!,$-.*!'%.*-0/'F!(40!$(10!200)!4/0(3.:!-980*0*!2:!3$0!.(,N!%+!2-/3$!,0/3-+-,(30'!

()*!)(3-%)(.!-*0)3-3:!,(/*'>!'-),0!3$0!(2'0),0!%+!2-/3$!/04-'3/(3-%)!-'!(!9(P%/!8/%2.09!-)!50'3!

6+/-,(7!640!10/-+-,(3-%)!$(*! 3%!20!,(//-0*!%&3!2:!%3$0/!90()'>! '&,$!('!*0)3(.!0B(9-)(3-%)'>!

8$:'-,(.!,$0,N@&8'>!()*!-)30/1-0;'!3%!0'3(2.-'$!8':,$%.%4-,(.!9(3&/-3:!()*!10/-+:!3$0!,$-.*F'!

(..040*! 8.(,0! ()*! *(30! %+! 2-/3$7! Q%)03$0.0''>! -3! -'! %+30)! *-++-,&.3! 3%! 0'3-9(30! (40! 2:!

8':,$%.%4-,(.! 9(3&/-3:! ()*! 8$:'-,(.! ()*! *0)3(.! +(,3%/'>! ('! 3$0/0! ,()! 20! .(/40! -)*-1-*&(.!

1(/-(3-%)'7!O%/0%10/>! '%90!,$-.*/0)!;0/0! '%!:%&)4!(3! 3$0! 3-90!%+! 3$0-/! (2*&,3-%)! 3$(3! 3$0:!

,%&.*!)%3!/0,(..!$%;!%.*! 3$0:!;0/07!A%)'0C&0)3.:>!9():!,$-.*!'%.*-0/'!(/0!20.-010*!3%!$(10!

8(/3-,-8(30*!-)!3$0!(*&.3!/(3$0/!3$()!3$0!,$-.*!GGH!8/%4/(990'7!!

!



! \]

#$0!8/%,0''!%+!*09%2-.-'(3-%)!-3'0.+!$('!+&/3$0/!0B(,0/2(30*!3$-'!8/%2.097!=)!D-0//(!E0%)0>!-3!

;('![Q6OD=E!;$%!,(//-0*!%&3!3$0!-)-3-(.!',/00)-)4>!2&3!3$0:!.(,N0*!3$0!,%98030),0!3%!,(//:!

%&3!(40!10/-+-,(3-%)! '&,,0''+&..:! I-)30/1-0;!;-3$!A(/-3('!O(N0)->!UU! Y&)0!UVVZJ7!O%/0%10/>!

'%90! 9-.-3(/:! %2'0/10/'! (*%830*! ()! (33-3&*0! %+! 9-.-3(/:! '%.-*(/-3:! ;-3$! 3$0! ,$-.*/0)>! ()*!

20.-010*! 3$(3! ,$-.*/0)! '$%&.*! /0,0-10! 3$0! '(90! W/0;(/*F! ('! (*&.3'! +%/! $()*-)4! -)! 3$0-/! 4&)'!

I[Q=Aa?>! UVVX(L! \UM! -)30/1-0;!;-3$!A(/-3('!O(N0)->! UU! Y&)0!UVVZJ7![Q6OD=E!%2'0/10/'!

+(-.0*! 3%! &)*0/'3()*! 3$0! .%)4@30/9! -98.-,(3-%)'! +%/! ,$-.*! '%.*-0/'>! ;$%! ('! (! /0'&.3! *-*! )%3!

/0,0-10! 8':,$%'%,-(.! '&88%/3>! 0*&,(3-%)(.! %/! 1%,(3-%)(.! 3/(-)-)4>! ()*! +(9-.:! 3/(,-)4! ()*!

/0&)-+-,(3-%)7!#$0!'(*!+(,3!-'!3$(3![Q6OD=E!(*1-'0/'!*-*!)%3!*%!3$0!,$-.*/0)!():!+(1%&/'!2:!

*0.-20/(30.:!,.(''-+:-)4!3$09!('!(*&.3'7!T0330/!3/(-)-)4!%+!9-.-3(/:!%2'0/10/'!()*!80/'%))0.!-'!

0''0)3-(.>!()*!-)+%/9(3-%)!(2%&3!3$0!*-++0/0),0'!-)!(*&.3!()*!,$-.*!GGH!()*!3$0!20)0+-3'!+%/!

0-3$0/!4/%&8!-'!,/&,-(.7!_0(,0N008-)4!9-''-%)'!'$%&.*!$(10!(!,$-.*!8/%30,3-%)!(*1-'0/!8/0'0)3!

(3!(..!*09%2-.-'(3-%)!'-30'>!()*!*&/-)4!3$0!',/00)-)4!8/%,0''!3$0!9-''-%)!'$%&.*!;%/N!3%403$0/!

;-3$! 3$0! ,$-.*! 8/%30,3-%)! (40),-0'! /0'8%)'-2.0! +%/! 3$0! ,$-.*/0)F'! /0-)304/(3-%)7! #$-'! ;('!

.(,N-)4!-)!2%3$!D-0//(!E0%)0!()*!E-20/-(7!!

!

E=L% &7456<H%,265%,57465>%M&,,>N%

!

6+30/!,$-.*!'%.*-0/'!$(*!200)!*09%2-.-'0*>!3$0:!;0/0!9%10*!3%!3$0!=)30/-9!A(/0!A0)3/0!I=AAJ!

,.%'0'3! 3%! 3$0-/! (/0(! %+! /0-)304/(3-%)7! h0/0! 3$0:! ;0/0! 8/%1-*0*! ;-3$! $0(.3$@,(/0! '0/1-,0'>!

8':,$%'%,-(.! ,%&)'0..-)4>! 0*&,(3-%)(.! ()*! /0,/0(3-%)(.! (,3-1-3-0'>! ;$-.0! +(9-.:! 3/(,-)4! ()*!

/0&)-+-,(3-%)! ;('! ,(//-0*! %&37! #$0! '0/1-,0'! 8/%1-*0*! (3! 3$0! =AA'! $(10! 200)! *0'-4)0*! 3%!

'&88%/3!/(8-*!*-'(/9(90)3!()*!*09%2-.-'(3-%)!()*!(-90*!3%!'08(/(30!3$0!,$-.*/0)!+/%9!3$0-/!

(*&.3! ,%99()*0/'>! .-9-3! 3$0! ,$-.*/0)F'! '3(:! -)! 3$0! *09%2-.-'(3-%)! ,0)3/0'>! 30/9-)(30! 3$0!

,$-.*F'! -*0)3-+-,(3-%)!;-3$!$-'!%/!$0/! +-4$3-)4!4/%&8>!()*! -)-3-(30! 3$0!/0-)304/(3-%)!8/%,0''!('!

C&-,N.:!('!8%''-2.07!IaD@QAGGH>!UVVVL\Z7J!!

!

=)30/-9! A(/0! A0)3/0'! $(*! 200)! 0'3(2.-'$0*! -)! D-0//(! E0%)0! -)! \]]"! -)! /0'8%)'0! 3%! 3$0!

*09%2-.-'(3-%)!%+!,$-.*/0)!+/%9!3$0!D-0//(!E0%)0!6/9:!IDE6J7!=)!D-0//(!E0%)0>!,$-.*!'%.*-0/'!

(''%,-(30*!;-3$! 3$0!AG?!%/! 3$0!c(9(/P%'!+/0C&0)3.:!*-*!)%3!4%! 3%!=AA'>!2&3!;0/0!/0&)-+-0*!

9%/0! %/! .0''! -990*-(30.:! ;-3$! 3$0-/! +(9-.-0'>! ('! 9():! $(*! +%&4$3! '-*0! 2:! '-*0! ;-3$! 3$0-/!

/0.(3-10'!%/! ,.%'0! 3%! 3$0-/! ,%99&)-3-0'7! =)!%3$0/! ,('0'>! 3$0!9%10! 3%! 3$0! =AA'!;('!90()3! 3%!

'08(/(30!3$0!,$-.*!'%.*-0/'!+/%9!3$0-/!,%99()*0/'!-)!%/*0/!3%!'010/!3$0-/!3-0'!('!+-4$30/'!()*!3%!



! UV

(1%-*!+&/3$0/!(2&'0>!()*!3%!8/%1-*0!/0%/-0)3(3-%)!3%;(/*'!(!,-1-.-()!-*0)3-3:7!#$-'!;('!'00)!('!

()! -98%/3()3! ,%98%)0)3! -)! 3$0! GGH! 8/%,0''7! IO(.()>! UVVVL! \UJ! T:! 3$0! 0)*! %+! 3$0! GGH!

8/%4/(990! -)!UVVU>! (! 3%3(.!%+!X>V"^!*09%2-.-'0*!,$-.*!,%92(3()3'!$(*!200)!8/%1-*0*!;-3$!

,(/0!-)!()!=AA7Z!!

!

#$0! =AA'! $(10! '&++0/0*! +/%9! 1(/-%&'! '$%/3,%9-)4'7! 6.3$%&4$! 3$0! =AA'! ;0/0! 90()3! 3%!

'08(/(30! (*&.3'! ()*! ,$-.*/0)>! -)! 8/(,3-,0! 3$-'! ;('! 40)0/(..:! )%3! 3$0! ,('07! #$0! 8/%B-9-3:!

203;00)!3$0!(*&.3!()*!3$0!,$-.*!,(98'!$('!200)!(!9(P%/!8/%2.09>!()*!'0,&/-3:!(3!3$0!=AA'!$('!

%+30)!200)!8%%/7!#$-'!$('!&)*0/9-)0*! 3$0!0++%/3'! 3%! '08(/(30!,$-.*/0)! +/%9! 3$0! -)+.&0),0!%+!

3$0-/! +-4$3-)4! 4/%&8'>! .0(1-)4! 3$09! 1&.)0/(2.0! 3%! (2&'0>! ,%)3-)&0*! 1-%.0),0! ()*! /0@

/0,/&-390)37! R-/.'! $(10! 200)! 8(/3-,&.(/.:! .-N0.:! 3%! 20! '&2P0,3! 3%! 1-'-3'! +/%9! 3$0-/! +%/90/!

,%99()*0/'! ()*! W2&'$! $&'2()*'F>! ,(&'-)4! 9():! 3%! *-'(880(/! +/%9! 3$0! ,0)3/0'7! I?-)(.!

01(.&(3-%)>!UVVKL!KbM!-)30/1-0;!;-3$!A(/-3('!O(N0)->!UU!Y&)0!UVVZ7J!

!

E=O% #5C<872B%;87><95624<87>%

!

#$0! ,%)+.-,3'! -)!50'3! 6+/-,(! (..! $(*! '3/%)4! /04-%)(.! *-90)'-%)'7! #$-'! $('! -),.&*0*! ,/%''@

2%/*0/! 9%1090)3'! %+! (/9'! ()*! ,%92(3()3'>! +&/3$0/! 0B(,0/2(3-)4! 0B-'3-)4! 30)'-%)'! -)! 3$0!

/04-%)!()*!8/%.%)4-)4!0B-'3-)4!,%)+.-,3'7!S+30)!,%92(3()3'!$(10!*09%2-.-'0*!-)!%)0!,%&)3/:>!

%).:!3%!/0(880(/!('!,%92(3()3'!-)!(!)0-4$2%&/-)4!,%)+.-,37!

!

#$0/0! -'! (! *()40/! 3$(3! (! +.(;0*! GGH! 8/%,0''! ,%&.*! /0.0('0! +%/90/! ,%92(3()3'! 3%! %3$0/!

,%)+.-,3'!-)!3$0!/04-%)7!5$0)!+-4$3-)4!0',(.(30*!-)!E-20/-(!-)!UVVU!()*!UVV">!'%90!%+!3$0!,$-.*!

'%.*-0/'!,(90!+/%9!D-0//(!E0%)07!#$0:!$(*!0-3$0/!+(-.0*!3%!4%!3$/%&4$!GGH!%/!$(*!)%3!200)!

8/%80/.:!/0-)304/(30*>!()*!;0/0!0('-.:!/0@/0,/&-30*!*&0!3%!40%4/(8$-,(.!8/%B-9-3:7!I=)30/1-0;!

;-3$! E($(->! \]! Y&)0! UVVZ7J! A%)'0C&0)3.:>! 3$0! '&,,0''+&.! /0-)304/(3-%)! %+! ,%92(3()3'! -'!

0''0)3-(.! <! )%3! %).:! 3%! 0)'&/0! )(3-%)(.! '3(2-.-3:! ()*! '0,&/-3:>! 2&3! (.'%! 3%! 0)'&/0! /04-%)(.!

'3(2-.-3:7!

!

6)%3$0/! 8/%2.09! $('! 200)! 3$0! ,/%''@2%/*0/! 9%1090)3! %+! *09%2-.-'0*! +-4$30/'! '00N-)4! 3%!

20)0+-3!+/%9!3$0!GGH!8/%4/(990!3;-,07!#$-'!8&3'!()!(**-3-%)(.!+-)(),-(.!()*!.%4-'3-,!'3/(-)!

%)!GGH!8/%4/(990'>!()*!,%&.*!8%30)3-(..:!&)*0/9-)0!3$0-/!0++0,3-10)0''7!=3!-'!-98%/3()3!3$(3!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Z!S+!3$0'0!K>X^X!;0/0!9(.0!()*!KX"!;0/0!+09(.0M![Q=Aa?>!UVVX(L!UK<UX!



! U\

3$%'0!*0'-4)-)4!()*!-98.090)3-)4!GGH!8/%4/(990'!,%%/*-)(30!,(/0+&..:>!3%!(1%-*!(!'-3&(3-%)!

;$0/0!,%92(3()3'!3/(10.!3%!)0-4$2%&/-)4!,%&)3/-0'!3%!0B8.%-3!3$0!GGH!20)0+-3'7!!

!

Q%)03$0.0''>! '%! +(/! 3$0! GGH! 8/%,0''0'! -)! 50'3! 6+/-,(! $(10! 200)! .(/40.:! )(3-%)(.!

&)*0/3(N-)4'7!#$-'!(88/%(,$!$('!200)!/0-)+%/,0*!2:!*%)%/!8%.-,-0'!()*!QRS!-98.090)3(3-%)>!

;$-,$! *%! )%3! ,(30/! +%/! (! /04-%)(.! (88/%(,$! 3%!GGH7!h%;010/>! ():! (330983! 3%! '&,,0''+&..:!

*-'(/9>!*09%2-.-'0!()*!/0-)304/(30!,$-.*!'%.*-0/'!-)!3$0!/04-%)!9&'3!(.'%!(**/0''!3$0!/04-%)(.!

-98.-,(3-%)'7!S.%)-'(N-)!(/4&0'!3$(3L!

!!

R-10)!3$0!*-/0,3!-)1%.1090)3!%+!E-20/-()'!-)!A%30!*F=1%-/0>!E-20/-(!()*!R&-)0(>!%).:!(!':'309(3-,!()*!
/04-%)(.!*-'(/9(90)3!8/%4/(990!2(,N0*!2:!'3/%)4!80(,0!(4/0090)3'!,()!8/%1-*0!3$0!2('-'!+%/!/04-%)(.!
80(,07!D-98.:!8&'$-)4!(/90*!4/%&8'!2(,N!(,/%''!8%/%&'!2%/*0/'!0(,$!3-90!3$0/0!-'!()!-),&/'-%)!-)3%!(!
,%&)3/:!*%0'!)%3!%++0/!(!.('3-)4!'%.&3-%)7!5-3$%&3!'&,$!/04-%)(.-`0*!GGH!8/%4/(990'>!3$0!,/%''@2%/*0/!
9%1090)3!%+!:%&)4!+-4$30/'!;-3$%&3!(.30/)(3-10!+%/9'!%+!.-10.-$%%*!20:%)*!3$0!&'0!%+!(/9'!3$/0(30)'!3%!
/010/'0!;$(3010/!4(-)'!(/0!20-)4!9(*0!-)!D-0//(!E0%)0!()*!E-20/-(7!IS.%)-'(N-)>!UVVKL!\]Z<\]bJ!

!
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