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Thank COATNET for invi5ng the Sovereign Order of Malta to this cri5cal event. 
 
Human trafficking, a form of contemporary slavery, affects all countries.  It is an ever-growing 
scourge that cannot leave us indifferent.   
 
Next year, in 2025, we will celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Palermo Protocol. This 
anniversary should be the occasion for a call to ac5on to prevent and combat human 
trafficking. It should be the beginning of a mobiliza5on of all actors to achieve the total 
eradica5on of slavery. 
 
Let us begin with some telling figures. 
 
DIA 2 
Human trafficking-related criminal ac5vi5es generate illegal profits of $150 billion.  If slavery 
were a country, it would have the same popula7on as South Korea, and its economic 
output would be greater than Oman and Kuwait combined.  
 
In addi7on, HT's annual net profits exceed those of Apple, MicrosoE, Samsung, BP, 
and Exxon combined.  
 
It would be the world's third-largest producer of CO2, aEer China and the United 
States.  
 
Source: Kevin Bales, Blood and Earth: Modern Slavery, Ecocide, and the Secret to Saving the World.  
New York, Random House, 2016, 304 p. 
 
FiTy million people today are vic5ms of contemporary slavery! 
 
Source: InternaDonal Labour OrganizaDon (ILO), IOM, Walk Free. Global Es;mates of Modern Slavery. 
September 2022 
 
Most of the vic5ms are invisible or unseen. 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/protocol-prevent-suppress-and-punish-trafficking-persons
http://www.kevinbales.net/blood-and-earth.html
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_855019/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---ipec/documents/publication/wcms_854733.pdf
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DIA 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
DIA 4 
 
We are here to reflect and act together.   
 
Contemporary slavery affects millions of people in different forms: 
 
1. Forced labor in agriculture, fishing, construc5on, domes5c work, and industry.  
2. Sexual slavery.  
3. Sale and abduc5on of children, forced motherhood, surrogacy 
4. Child pornography, including online. 
5. Organ theT. 
6. Forced crimes, from begging to terrorism and online fraud.  
 
Different forms of trafficking in human beings require other forms of preven5on  
and various forms of care and rehabilita5on of the vic5ms. 
 

 
 
Allow me to men5on Valiant Richey, a former US prosecutor specializing in the sexual 
exploita5on of adults and children, who, un5l April of last year, was the OSCE's Special 
Representa5ve and Co-ordinator for Comba5ng Trafficking in Human Beings: 
 

https://www.osce.org/cthb/556941#:~:text=Kari%20Johnstone%20took%20up%20her,Dr.
https://www.osce.org/cthb/556941#:~:text=Kari%20Johnstone%20took%20up%20her,Dr.
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"Some 20 years ago, in 2000, the Palermo Protocol provided us with the first interna5onal 
defini5on of trafficking and highlighted the three pillars of our response: protec5on, 
prosecu5on, and preven5on. But sadly, more than two decades later, trafficking is worse 
than ever, and no country has defeated it. We need States to implement their interna5onal 
legal obliga5ons. In our study on how to discourage demand, we iden5fied that of the 57 
OSCE countries, 20 had no iden5fiable ini5a5ves to address the demand that fosters 
trafficking for sexual exploita5on. This means that they are not complying with their 
interna5onal legal obliga5ons. The main challenge remains the need for poli5cal will to 
address these issues by providing the necessary resources for any government interven5on 
and ensuring we fund all other protec5on and vic5m assistance programs." 
 
Source: Valian Richey, Webinar on Human Trafficking “Demand for human trafficking: we are all responsible for  
human trafficking as consumers of forced labour and sexual slavery. How can we end this cycle? » 14 June 2022 
 
 
DIA 5 

We must recognize the crucial 
efforts to codify trea5es that could 
prevent trafficking and protect 
vic5ms and survivors. 
 
We should make full use of all legal 
instruments to prevent and combat 
human trafficking: human rights, 
refugee law, labor law, interna5onal 
humanitarian law, and interna5onal 
criminal law (in certain 

circumstances, human trafficking could be prosecuted as a war crime or a crime against 
humanity), interna5onal mari5me law, the Palermo Conven5on and its Protocols, without 
forgeeng restora5ve jus5ce. 
 
Some legal experts, including Kevin Hyland, Fausto Pocar, and Valiant Richey, have argued 
that implementa5on is failing at both the domes5c and interna5onal levels. 
 
 
DIA 6 
 
Remember the relevant ASEAN Conven5on and Ac5on Plan at the regional level, which 
addresses challenges common to all ASEAN Member States. They aim to 
- Prevent human trafficking 
- Protect vic5ms 
- promote law enforcement and prosecu5on, and 
- improve regional and interna5onal coopera5on. 
 
DIA 7 
 
By 2025, the ASEAN Roadmap aims to protect children and prevent and eliminate child labor. 
What has been accomplished so far? 

https://kdrive.infomaniak.com/app/share/111675/acc5c2db-374f-4168-9d61-3d2531b70b36/files/1341388/preview/pdf/1461181
https://kdrive.infomaniak.com/app/share/111675/acc5c2db-374f-4168-9d61-3d2531b70b36/files/1341388/preview/pdf/1461181
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/ACTIP-1.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/ASEAN-Convention-Against-Trafficking-in-Persons-Especially-Women-and-Children-Plan.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/ASEAN-Roadmap-on-the-Elimination-of-the-Worst-Forms-of-Child-Labour-by-2025-_Final_19Feb2021.pdf
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DIA 8  
 
At the interna5onal level, the Inter-Agency Coordina5on Group against Trafficking in Persons 
(ICAT) recommends that Governments strengthen public procurement and transparency 
measures and cooperate with key stakeholders to bridge the gap between policy and 
implementa5on. 
 
It is essen5al that all States adopt and implement comprehensive and ambi5ous approaches 
in coordina5on with the private sector and that an5-trafficking tools and measures focus on 
government procurement. 
 
 
DIA 9 
 
Together, it is possible to break the chains of slavery.  
 
At the end of the last century, in 1997 and 1998, two coali5ons achieved a result that no one 
expected:  
- In 1997, the Coali5on for the Total Aboli5on of An5-Personnel Mines won the adop5on of 
the OWawa Conven9on...  
- In 1998, the Coali5on for the Interna9onal Criminal Court (ICC) achieved the adop5on of 
the Rome Statute.  
 
To achieve the aboli9on of modern slavery, we need a similar coali9on of like-minded 
States, interna9onal organiza9ons, regional organiza9ons, humanitarian organiza9ons, 
human rights NGOs, faith-based organiza9ons, businesses, academia, ar9sts, and the 
media, not forge[ng vic9ms and survivors. 
 
DIA 10 
 
Coopera9on between all stakeholders is needed to prevent, protect, and rehabilitate 
vic5ms and survivors effec5vely. Training is essen5al if Governments, civil society, and all 
stakeholders are to become aware of and able to implement the legal, poli5cal, economic, 
and social instruments needed to combat the scourge of human trafficking and, for the 
second 5me in history, undertake to eradicate slavery. 
 
DIA 11 
 
Let me give you two examples of interna5onal coopera5on, including COATNET and the 
Order of Malta, which involved several countries. 
 
In December 2023, the Order of Malta and COATNET organized an event related to the 
Global Refugee Forum on protec5ng refugees and comba5ng human trafficking. 
 
 

https://icat.un.org/
https://www.icbl.org/en-gb/home.aspx
https://www.icbl.org/en-gb/the-treaty.aspx
https://www.coalitionfortheicc.org/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/NR/rdonlyres/ADD16852-AEE9-4757-ABE7-9CDC7CF02886/283503/RomeStatutEng1.pdf
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DIA 12 
In March 2023, the Order of Malta and COATNET organized a side event on human trafficking 
and armed conflict in connec5on with the Human Rights Council in Geneva. 
 
DIA 13 
 
Training is a must. We are finalizing an online course on human trafficking, which will soon 
be available for free. We are discussing with the Pon5fical Gregorian University and the UN 
University for Peace (UPEACE) to have it accredited. 
 
DIA OM 14 
 
We also held nearly 40 webinars. I want to highlight two elements:  
 
- First, the concrete contribu9on of religious communi9es in understanding the suffering of 
vic5ms and survivors and their commitment to care for them.  
- Second, the need for believers to never lose sight of the spiritual dimension of modern 
slavery, and we must all pray for vic5ms and survivors, for those who help them, and for the 
conversion of traffickers. 
 
 
 
 

 
The Order of Malta contributes to the fight against human trafficking by:  
• Advoca9ng through its bilateral diploma5c network (113 States) and diploma5c 
network through statements at each session of the Human Rights Council, UN General 
Assembly, and even at the Security Council (last month, on the 7th of December 2023, 
Ambassador Beresford-Hill, the Order's Ambassador in New York, made a statement before 
the Security Council on human trafficking as a threat to interna5onal peace and security) 
  

https://www.orderofmalta.int/news/order-of-malta-memorandum-of-understanding-pontifical-gregorian-university/
https://unmissionny.orderofmalta.int/en/news/h-e-dr-ambassador-beresford-hill-addressed-the-security-council-concerning-the-vulnerability-of-conflict-afflicted-communities-to-human-traffickers/
https://unmissionny.orderofmalta.int/en/news/h-e-dr-ambassador-beresford-hill-addressed-the-security-council-concerning-the-vulnerability-of-conflict-afflicted-communities-to-human-traffickers/
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• Offering a free online training course for helpers in English, French, and now in 
German, Italian, and Spanish as well, on hops://www.cuhd.org  
• Organizing webinars on best prac9ces to prevent and combat human trafficking 
(www.adlaudatosi.org) with sub5tles in seven languages (Chinese, English, French, German, 
Italian, Russian, and Spanish) with leading interna5onal specialists. These webinars are free 
of charge. Thirty-seven webinars have been organized since October 2020. The video 
recordings, transcripts, and handouts are freely available.  
 
• Collec9ng best prac9ces on a website (www.christusliberat.org) to assist survivors in 
empowering themselves through a plaqorm to share their stories and insights and engage 
themselves in support of other survivors) 
• Coopera9ng with Universi9es:  

• Implemen5ng a Memorandum of Understanding, the Sovereign Order of Malta, 
signed with the University of Peace (UPEACE). With the coopera5on of UNHCR and 
IOM, we shall organize training courses on human trafficking, online and in person.  

• Last December, the Order of Malta signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Pon5fical Gregorian University for the protec5on of minors and vulnerable persons to 
prevent abuse of minors and vulnerable persons, encouraging the implementa5on of 
good prac5ces and raising awareness around safeguarding issues. Present for the 
Order of Malta was the Grand Hospitaller, Fra’ Alessandro de Franciscis: “The 
agreement signed today is the star1ng point of a comprehensive program of 
ini1a1ves of listening and of training our members, volunteers, and employees to 
safeguard those we assist and all minors and vulnerable people.”  
• Par9cipa9ng in the World Day of Prayer against Human Trafficking on February 
8th, the Feast of Saint Bakhita. 
 

The Order of Malta’s interna9onal status and diploma9c network, as well as its Na5onal 
Associa5ons and worldwide relief corps, Malteser Interna5onal, will con5nue to raise 
awareness of contemporary forms of slavery, increase assistance and protec5on to its 
vic5ms, and contribute to their rehabilita5on. 
 
 
Thank you in advance for your support. I will remain available to answer any ques5ons.  
Thank you for your aoen5on.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cuhd.org/online-courses-2/?lang=en
https://adlaudatosi.org/past-webinars/
http://www.christusliberat.org/
https://unmissionge.orderofmalta.int/en/news/the-sovereign-order-of-malta-and-the-university-for-peace-signed-a-memorandum-of-understanding-to-strengthen-their-ongoing-cooperation/
https://unmissionge.orderofmalta.int/en/news/the-sovereign-order-of-malta-and-the-university-for-peace-signed-a-memorandum-of-understanding-to-strengthen-their-ongoing-cooperation/
https://www.orderofmalta.int/news/order-of-malta-memorandum-of-understanding-pontifical-gregorian-university/
https://www.orderofmalta.int/news/order-of-malta-memorandum-of-understanding-pontifical-gregorian-university/
https://www.cgfmanet.org/en/infosphere/world-day-of-prayer-against-trafficking-2024/
https://faith.nd.edu/s/1210/faith/interior.aspx?sid=1210&gid=609&pgid=44310&cid=85560&ecid=85560&crid=0&calpgid=61&calcid=53508
https://www.orderofmalta.int/diplomatic-activities/multilateral-relations/
https://www.orderofmalta.int/diplomatic-activities/bilateral-relations/
https://www.malteser-international.org/en.html

