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Today…

1. What is the ILO?

2. Fishers and trafficking for forced labour: context, 

vulnerabilities, and challenges

3. The Southeast Asian Forum to End Trafficking in 

Persons and Forced Labour of Fishers [The SEA 

Forum for Fishers]



About the 
International Labour Organization

Founded in 1919: lasting peace can be established only if it is 

based on social justice.

A UN specialized agency since 1946.



About the ILO

The only tripartite UN agency which brings together:

Workers

Government

Employers



Promote decent work

Slavery

Forced Labour

Human Trafficking

Exploitation

Decent work

[labour migration]

Decent work = employment in conditions of 

freedom, equity, human security and dignity.



Two key ILO instruments on this issue

Also Working in Fishing Recommendation, 2007 (No. 199)

Protocol of 2014 to the Forced Labour 

Convention,1930 (No. 29)



Global modern slavery: 2016 snapshot



Global modern slavery: 2016 snapshot

At any given time, some 

16 million people are 

victims of forced labour 

exploitation in the private 

sector (not including sexual 

exploitation). 

On average, they are held 

20.5 months before 

escaping or being freed.

11.3% are in fishing 

and agriculture 

(1.8 million people)



The 

fishing 

business
(FAO data)



The fishing business

High seas fishing fleet by flag State and gears 
(GFW: 2016)

(Infographics by Financial Times: 2018) 



The fishers (and fish farmers)
(FAO data)

Asia is an important region

for the fishing sector 

• 84% the world’s workers 

in fisheries and aquaculture 

were located in Asia in 

2014 

In 2016, 79% of the 

world’s fishers 

were from Asia. 



Migrant fishers: areas of vulnerability 

Recruitment & 
placement

Working & 
living conditions

Human 
trafficking



Trafficking for forced labour in fisheries



Trafficking for forced labour in fisheries



Trafficking for forced labour in fisheries



Examples …
“Benjina”, 

Indonesia 

(rescue of fishers 

in 2015) 

Fishers: Myanmar, 

Cambodia, 

Philippines 

– Images publicly 

available from AP

Fuh Sheng 11 (2018) 

Taiwan,

Detained in South 

Africa under C188, 

Indonesian fishers –

images publicly available 

online



The proposal = cooperation
To be more than the sum of its parts

Regional coordination to combat human trafficking, labour 

exploitation and slavery at sea in Southeast Asia



Southeast Asian Forum to End Trafficking in 
Persons and Force Labour of Fishers



SEA Forum for Fishers
as agreed by the SEA Conference



Fishers/
Workers’

organizations

Market 
States

& 
Neighbours

Employers

Inter-
national &

regional

orgs

CSOs

Private 
Sector 

Govern-
ments 

SEA Forum for Fishers

Members and 

technical advisors 

from across a 

range of 

institutions. 



SEA Forum for Fishers
as agreed by the SEA Conference (Nov 2018)



Resources

SEA Fisheries Project Website, particularly pages SEA 

Forum for Fishers and Knowledge Platform.

Knowledge sharing platform 

www.seafisheriesproject.org

http://seafisheriesproject.org/
http://seafisheriesproject.org/sea-forum-for-fishers/
http://seafisheriesproject.org/knowledge-platform/
http://www.seafisheriesproject.org/
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Mi Zhou
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